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Entschädigungskommission 

(ENT) 1906-1907 
 

Introduction 
 

 

The “Entschädigungskommission” (claims commission) was established in 1904 to compensate 

settler farmers and other white residents for losses sustained through war action in the war of 

1904-1908. It was chaired by “Ansiedlungskommisssar” Paul Rohrbach. 

Almost the entire archives of the commission was destroyed together with other German records 

by South African officials in 1919 (see the file ARG 1, fol.1).1
 

It could not be established why and how the present few case files and the claims register book 

survived the destruction. They might have been accidentally misplaced, or were spared 

destruction for an unknown reason. Most of the surviving case files concern British citizens 

residing in the far South of Namibia. 

The present files were found, together with other fragmented and orphaned files of the German 

colonial period, in unaccessioned material at the National Archives of Namibia during 2007. 

They consist of 1 box with 10 files and 1 register book. 

All files have been  indexed in the FILES database. 

 

Werner Hillebrecht, December 2007 / February 2014 
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1 See the annexure to this finding aid 
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Storage unit 1. 

 

Case files 

 
No.301 Frachtfahrer Jan Wessels 

No.313 Farmer Marthinus Andries Enslin, Kabib 

No.314 Bur Mattheus Lorenz, Abiquapütz 

No.315 Frachtfahrer Dirk Bower, Gibeon 

No.316 Farmer P.S. Marais, Kheis am Oranje 

No.317 Bur Jacobus Andries Jooste, Nabus 

No.318 Farmer J.H. Lerm, Kheis / Ukamas 

No.376 Bur A.P. Schalkwyk 

No.382 Daniel de Kerk, Osis 

No.387 Gebrüder Myer, Schlangenkopf 

 

 

Storage unit 2. 

 

Register book 

 
Register book of claims submitted by farmers, indicating the claimed amount, the approved 

amount, and the actually rendered assistance.  

(Large format book, 40x28x6 cm, with embossed inscription “Preis-Buch”) 

 

This register covers only claims from southern Namibia. No register from central Namibia 

has been found. 
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Annexure 

 
Facsimile of the record of the destruction approval of the Entschädigungskommission 

archives (no.5 in the list) [Group ARG, Storage unit 1, file 1, fol.1] 

 

 


